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Ms office at Euston and receiving half a dozen telegrams asking Mm to quote special rates, one perhaps for beef from Chicago to London,, another for emigrants from Hamburg to l\Tew York via Liverpool, and all requiring telegraphic answers then and there, if the business is to be done at all.
Again, if railways had been in the hands of the State, I do not suppose that we should have had half our present mileage; for the Treasury would never have sanctioned the outlay of public money on lines which could not show the prospect of a fair return on the capital, and it would have vetoed any multiplication of trains or reduction of rates which threatened loss to the exchequer. 1 can speak with some authority on this point, for I have been both Chairman of a railway company and Secretary of the Treasury, and I am certain that, in the former capacity, I have introduced important Innovations, such as excursion trains and cheap periodical tickets, by which the public have greatly benefited, which I should have vetoed in the lattei capacity.
Still there may be exceptional cases, as that of Ireland, where an unreasonable number of poor companies, in a poor country, wrangling among themselves, and giving a bad service at an excessive cost, Intensify social and political evils, where the arguments in favour of a State purchase may outweigh the objections ; and the extent and nature of State control over Briti^mlways is always a question fairly open to discussion.
In other departments, the supply of articles such as water and gas, and the enforcement of sanitary conditions, are probably best left to local autlorities : in the latter case, Tinder some central supervision to see